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The Saturday Miscellany

HOW TO...
SEW
By Oscar Quine

“You do not need to have
spent your formative years at
your mother’s knee watching

as she sewed,” says Stuart

Hillard, semi-finalist on the
first series of ‘The Great
British Sewing Bee’, in 2013.

“Preparation and accuracy are
key. Make sure fabrics and
paper patterns are wrinkle-

free. Use sharp dressmakers’

scissors, cut and sew accurate
seams, mark them with a
pencil if you need to; use pins,
sew slowly, and unpick your
stitches if things go wrong.”
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You do the math

Two of this year’s biggest
books - Eimear McBride’s
slow-burn bestseller A
Girlis a Half-Formed
Thingand Lena Dunham’s
fast-burn Not That Kind
of Girl - share more than
justaword in their title.
Both feature a similar
curlicue fontand a
typography which
dominates their covers
and have echoes
of Seventies-style
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